
 

 

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 
INTELLIGENCE REPORT  

 

 

Situational Awareness for: 

Stakeholders and Decision Makers 
 

 

 

11 September 2020 

 

 

 



 

Page 1 of 12 

 
 

1. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS  Click here to access previous featured reports .................. 2 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA ..................................................................................................................................... 5 

3.1. CANADA NEWS................................................................................................................................................ 7 

4. COVID-19 IN USA ............................................................................................................................................ 7 

4.1. USA NEWS ....................................................................................................................................................... 8 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE ..................................................................................................... 8 

6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING ............................................................................................. 9 

7. TRAVEL ............................................................................................................................................................. 9 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS ............................................................................................................. 9 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION .............................................................................................................................. 10 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA ................................................................................................................................. 10 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT ...................................................................................................................................... 10 

12. CYBER NEWS ................................................................................................................................................. 10 

13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information ........................................................................................... 11 

14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic .......................................... 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared and to whom it is addressed for information 
purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or 
otherwise made available to any third party, in whole or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be 
withheld for any reason. In preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in this 
report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no representation or warranty, express 
or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this report.  



 

Page 2 of 12 

 
 

2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS  Click here to access previous featured reports 

Crime in Canada. Data released this week by Statistics Canada shows a nation-wide trend, featuring an overall 
drop of 16 per cent across 13 Criminal Code categories. At the height of the pandemic lockdowns, national 
statistics showed that impaired driving causing death or injury was down 32 per cent, robbery declined 20 per 
cent, vehicle theft fell 15 per cent and shoplifting dropped 46 per cent. Also, according to Statistics Canada, there 
was a four per cent increase nationally in calls for domestic disturbances and wellness checks during the first four 
months of the pandemic.1 

International Crime. With much of the world’s population isolating themselves indoors, visible manifestations of 
organized crime swiftly declined. London saw a sharp drop in knife crime. Violent offenses of all types went down 
in France. Chicago’s drug arrests decreased by 42 percent, and in Los Angeles prior to the eruption of violence 
following George’s Floyd’s death, key crimes had fallen by 30 percent. Meanwhile, drugs and money are being 
stockpiled on both sides of the United States’ southwest border, said a spokesperson for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), and domestic field workers are reporting price hikes of meth, cocaine, and heroin at both 
the retail and wholesale level. This is a sign, the DEA spokesperson said, that supplies may be running low—
although clearly also a sign that demand is undiminished. Behind the scenes, drug trafficking organizations are 
finding workarounds to logistical challenges and restrictions. Some experts believe the trade is actually far more 
resilient than the criminals themselves are letting on 2. 

Activism. Black Lives Matter (BLM) and Anti-Fascist (Antifa) groups have held protests and instigated violent riots 
in multiple cities across the United States. The unrest began in response to the death of George Floyd on 25 May 
2020, while being arrested by police in Minneapolis, Minnesota. BLM insists his death is the latest in several 
racially motivated killings of minorities by police, claiming police institutions secretly promote the targeting of 
African Americans. First, BLM protests turned to vandalism with the destruction of historical monuments they 
claimed symbolized black oppression and have now given way to violent riots. Thirty-three deaths are attributed 
to the violence so far, the most recent killing occurring 29 Aug, of Aaron Danielson by an unidentified BLM/Antifa 
rioter.  

Ideological polarization and the influence of identity politics has played a role in the escalation of violence and 
hindered the government's response to the riots. Democratic leadership at all levels of government embraced the 
BLM movement in its early stages and are now hesitant to condemn the violence as this could dilute their 
messaging. President Trump and Republican leadership have been staunch critics of the protests once they started 
destroying property. Trump has offered federal aid to every city disturbed by the riots but has mostly been 
rejected. Tony Evars, Democratic Governor of Wisconsin, has permitted the national guard to help restore order 
in the city of Kenosha after the shooting of Jacob Blake on 23 Aug led to nightly riots.  
There are calls for President Trump to enact the Insurrection Act, giving him the authority to disregard State 
autonomy in dealing with internal matters. So far, President Trump has respected the rule of Governors in affected 
States. It appears that this strategy is helping his campaign for re-election as his polling has jumped since the riots 
began. The BLM movement is losing support nationally as more people are harmed in the riots.  
The BLM/Antifa movement has seen a degree of international support in the form of protests in some major cities 
outside the US. In Canada, BLM protests have occurred in every province, drawing out a few thousand people 

 
1 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/stats-crime-calgary-covid-police-property-violent-1.5712127 
2 https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/09/05/pandemic-criminal-network-drug-dealers-human-traffickers/ 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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supporting provincial capitals. On 29 Aug, a statue of Sir John A. Macdonald was torn down by protesters in 
Montreal. That same weekend protests in Toronto and Ottawa called for defunding police to fund other social 
programs.  

The US BLM/Antifa will likely continue escalating the violence while diminishing their broader support as all but 
the most disenfranchised begin to reject its violent doctrine. Despite evidence that the unrest helps Trump gain 
support before his election, it is highly unlikely this will slow the BLM/Antifa momentum or cause them to change 
their messaging as they continue to radicalize. It is doubtful Trump will use the insurrection act before his re-
election as that move could be perceived as an overstep and would vindicate those who accuse him of being a 
fascist. While BLM/Antifa messaging resonates with a small segment of the population, it is unlikely protests will 
gain further support in Canada as the situation declines in the US.  

China. China continues to increase its authority in the pacific region and globally, though China's opposition 
continues to grow. Of note has been the border tensions between China and India over the "green line" in Ladakh. 
Last week Chinese and Indian defence officials met in Moscow to de-escalate the situation along the shared 
border. Few details emerged from India's Rajnath Singh and China's General Wei Fenghe though this was the first 
high-level talk since the violence began in June where 20 Indian soldiers were killed. Though few comments were 
made, the Chinese government said that "Not one inch of Chinese territory can be lost" and that responsibility for 
the conflict "lies solely with India."  

India further banned several Chinese apps this week, totaling 52 apps restricted by India under national security 
auspices. President Trump is now looking at banning multiple Chinese apps under the pretense that these apps 
collect US citizens' data. This comes as the sale of TikTok to a US firm(s) stalls.  

The nation of Palau requested this week a permanent US military presence and the construction of a US military 
base on the island nation to counter increased Chinese aggression in the region. This comes after US defence 
secretary Mark Esper visited the island nation last week as part of a Pacific tour, accusing Beijing of a "malign 
influence" and "ongoing destabilizing activities." Of note is that under a 1994 agreement, the US is responsible for 
Palau's defence though it currently does not have troops stationed on the island.  

Taiwan was forced to state that it did not shoot down a Chinese military jet after speculation that it gathered 
attention on social media. An unverified video showed a SU-35 with smoke and flames coming from it as it makes 
an emergency landing and a motionless pilot being attended to.  

US national security adviser, Robert O'Brien stated that he believes China has taken the "most active role" in 
interfering in the upcoming US election and that this interference is more significant than Russia's interference in 
the previous election. He stated that "We've never seen anything like it. It was nothing like this in the cold war 
with the Soviets." This comes at a time of increased US-China tensions and an increase in counter-intelligence 
operations by the US looking at Chinese nationals operating in the US.  

It was reported in open source that Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is attempting to freeze out Huawei 
from Canada’s 5G network by stalling on any decision making in the Chinese firm’s involvement with Canada’s 5G 
network. This has led some Canadian Companies such as Rogers to begin 5G network development without 
Huawei. 

It is unlikely that the situation along the green line in Ladakh will de-escalate in the near term as both sides state 
and believe they have a right to the area's contested land. This is likely to lead to small conflicts in the long term, 
further destabilizing the region. It is unlikely that the US will ban Chinese apps before the US election, as this is 
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likely a talking point to rally President Trump's base. Public statements that China is actively interfering in the US 
election by senior US officials will likely further deteriorate China and the US's already turbulent situation. This 
will be assisted by countries such as Australia, Palau and other Asian countries rebuffing China. Reports of 
Taiwanese military intervention against Chinese military assets are likely false and were likely developed by the 
Chinese regime as a precursor to increasing pressure on Taiwan to further alienate it from its traditional allies. 
Reporting that Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is purposefully stalling on deciding on Huawei's 
involvement with the Canadian 5G network will likely have negative repercussions for the two Michaels held in 
China as the Meng Wanzhou trial continues. 

Domestic. With many children back to in-person classes, parents are finally free to focus their attention on 
duties other than childcare. For many parents, this may allow them to head to an office environment instead of 
working from home.  

Statistics show that almost 75% of the 3.4 million Canadians that began working from home when the pandemic 
started, are still doing so in August. Another survey suggests that 45% of remote workers would like to work 
remotely at least three days of their work week and allow for flexible work hours. Just over half of the employees 
surveyed were allowed to continue to work remotely by their employer, suggesting employers have become more 
comfortable with remote work. The survey also found that employers have not seen a “significant impact” on 
employee productivity, work quality and work hours. With employees wanting to work from home, and employers 
not seeing a drastic difference in their employees’ remote work abilities, it is believed that remote work is likely 
here to stay for a long time.  

Remote work has its challenges – the average workday is increased by about 48 minutes, for some, making up a 
similar time for their travel time to the office. Meeting have also increased by about 13%, reducing the time for 
employees to focus on their own work and possibly increasing their responsibilities. Emailing has also increased, 
requiring many to type out their requests or questions, which surges the time to deal with a matter; an email 
requires one individual to write it, and another to read it, doubling the time required for comprehension. For 
some, especially those with an elderly parent or a child at home, working from home has become living at work. 
It is possible for many to begin burning out should they be required to balance work and home responsibilities 
during business hours.  

Reduction in people going into work will also affect businesses that have relied on office workers. This 
encompasses restaurants and cafes that are often open during office hours only, located in office buildings or 
industrial centres where non workers frequent very little. Parking companies relying on office workers for revenue 
are losing it due to a reduction in in person work. Barber shops and other personal services shops located in mainly 
industrial or commercial places may see a significant reduction in their customers, possibly to the extent of having 
to close.  
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3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• B.C. puts new rules on restaurants, bars, nightclubs amid rising COVID-19 numbers 
• Quebec will hand out fines to those who refuse to wear masks 
• Alberta launches online COVID-19 map to track cases in schools 
• School bus routes cancelled across Ontario as COVID-19 worsens driver shortage 
• Canada Labour Force Survey, August 2020  
• Ontario teachers post photos exposing reality of province's back-to-school plan 
• Ford accuses feds of failing to enforce quarantine orders in Ontario 
• Manitoba reports 15 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/update-covid-19-bc-july-22-1.5656611
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-legault-dube-covid-update-1.5715348
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-covid-19-coronavirus-deena-hinshaw-1.5717337
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-ont-buses-1.5718340
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200904/dq200904a-eng.htm
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-teachers-post-photos-exposing-reality-of-province-s-back-to-school-plan-1.5098226
https://globalnews.ca/news/7326297/ford-accuses-feds-enforcement-failure-quarantine-orders/
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/manitoba-reports-15-new-covid-19-cases-on-thursday-1.5099226
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• US sees almost 90,000 COVID deaths from Memorial to Labor Day 
• Cuomo allows indoor dining at NYC restaurants at 25% capacity starting Sept. 30 
• Illinois university quarantines entire student body due to coronavirus outbreak 
• Minnesota wedding linked to 70 coronavirus cases, officials say 
• U.S. to end coronavirus airport screenings for international travelers: report 
• With Washington silent, states are torn between saving bars and stopping coronavirus 
• 'Play it down': Trump admits to concealing the true threat of coronavirus in new Woodward book 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

 

https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/09/us-sees-almost-90000-covid-deaths-memorial-labor-day
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/09/09/gov-cuomo-allows-indoor-dining-at-nyc-restaurants-to-resume-at-25percent-capacity-sept-30.html?__source=iosappshare%7Ccom.apple.UIKit.activity.CopyToPasteboard
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/bradley-university-quarantines-entire-student-body-coronavirus-outbreak-peoria-illinois/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/minnesota-wedding-linked-70-coronavirus-cases-officials-say-n1239714
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/us-to-end-coronavirus-airport-screenings-for-international-travelers-report-2020-09-09
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/washington-silent-states-are-torn-between-saving-bars-stopping-coronavirus-n1239684
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/09/politics/bob-woodward-rage-book-trump-coronavirus/index.html
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• ‘Can you imagine living with this all day?’ Vancouver restaurant to close due to rising crime 
• Kelowna RCMP trying to cancel high school ‘torch pass’ parties, citing COVID-19 
• Woman accused of spitting on EMTs, claiming she had COVID-19 faces added assault charges 
• How Colombia’s armed groups are exploiting COVID-19 to recruit children 

7. TRAVEL 

• Transat revenues drop by 99%, with 2,000 layoffs expected 
• YVR cancels $600-million expansion project 
• British Airways' parent to cut flights following quarantines 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Late-stage COVID-19 vaccine trial on pause due to possible serious side effect. Here's what that means 
• Some scientists spot 'unlikely' patterns in Russia vaccine data: letter 
• 8,000 jumbo jets needed to deliver coronavirus vaccines globally, IATA warns 

  

 
 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7323999/vancouver-restaurant-closes-neighbourhood-crime/
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/kelowna-rcmp-trying-to-cancel-high-school-torch-pass-parties-citing-covid-19/it76805
https://www.greeleytribune.com/2020/09/09/affidavit-woman-accused-of-spitting-on-emts-claiming-she-had-covid-19-faces-added-assault-charges/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/09/10/Colombia-conflict-armed-groups-child-recruitment
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://globalnews.ca/news/7326534/transat-revenues-drop-layoffs-coronavirus/
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/covid-19-collapse-of-air-travel-pushes-yvr-to-cancel-expansion-project
https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/british-airways-parent-to-cut-flights-following-quarantines-1.5099073
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/oxford-vaccine-covid-19-pause-1.5717719
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-vaccine-let/some-scientists-spot-unlikely-patterns-in-russia-vaccine-data-letter-idUSKBN2602Q5
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/09/10/coronavirus-vaccine-8000-jumbo-jets-needed-to-deliver-globally-iata.html
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• Can grandparents remain in our social circles once kids go back to school? 
• More than 1 per cent of Torontonians have COVID-19 antibodies: Canadian Blood Services study 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Study: 1 in 5 young adults hospitalized with COVID-19 require ICU 
• How the Coronavirus Attacks the Brain 
• Coronavirus is hundreds of times more deadly for people over 60 than people under 40 
• Cats may be contracting COVID-19 at a higher rate than thought before: study 
• The Great Vaccine Race: Inside the Unprecedented Scramble to Immunize the World Against COVID-19 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• Brazil could launch Chinese coronavirus vaccine this year, says governor, citing ‘extremely positive’ results 
• India reports record daily jump of 95,735 coronavirus cases 
• Europe Passes U.S. in New Covid Cases, Re-Emerging as Hot Spot 
• Latin America passed 300,000 confirmed deaths of coronavirus and 8 million contagion cases 
• On the Texas border amid coronavirus, families are seeking medical care in Mexico  

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• 85 per cent of Canada Life downtown staff still working from home 
• Landlords in B.C. feel hit as fewer students rent during COVID-19 pandemic 
• Bank of Canada warns of slower recovery for women, youth, low-wage workers 
• COVID-19 Has Nearly Destroyed the Childcare Industry 
• The financial impact of COVID-19 will be billions of dollars in B.C., minister confirms 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Two in five Brits working from home at risk of cyber attacks 
• The role of cybersecurity in helping retail open post-COVID-19 
• AI and automation vs. the COVID-19 pandemic: Trading liberty for safety 

 

End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/can-grandparents-remain-in-our-social-circles-once-kids-go-back-to-school-1.5099036
https://www.cp24.com/news/more-than-1-per-cent-of-torontonians-have-covid-19-antibodies-canadian-blood-services-study-1.5096825
https://www.upi.com/Health_News/2020/09/09/Study-1-in-5-young-adults-hospitalized-with-COVID-19-require-ICU/2281599656827/?ur3=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/09/health/coronavirus-brain.html
https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-is-hundreds-of-times-more-deadly-for-people-over-60-than-people-under-40-145510
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/cats-may-be-contracting-covid-19-at-a-higher-rate-than-thought-before-study-1.5098382
https://time.com/5887199/coronavirus-vaccine-race/
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/americas/article/3100930/brazil-could-launch-chinese-coronavirus-vaccine-year-says
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/world/india-reports-record-daily-jump-of-95735-coronavirus-cases-495124/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-10/europe-passes-u-s-in-new-covid-cases-re-emerging-as-hotspot
https://en.mercopress.com/2020/09/10/latin-america-passed-300-000-confirmed-deaths-of-coronavirus-and-8-million-contagion-cases
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/texas-border-amid-coronavirus-families-are-seeking-medical-care-mexico-n1239755
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/canada-life-staff-mostly-working-from-home-1.5715343
https://www.citynews1130.com/2020/09/09/landlords-in-b-c-feel-hit-as-fewer-students-rent-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7326852/bank-of-canada-recovery-women-youth-low-wage-workers/
https://time.com/5886491/covid-childcare-daycare/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/the-financial-impact-of-covid-19-will-be-billions-of-dollars-in-b-c-minister-confirms-1.5099305
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/two-in-five-brits-working-from-home-at-risk-of-cyber-attacks-153210895.html
https://www.securitymagazine.com/articles/93314-the-role-of-cybersecurity-in-helping-retail-open-post-covid-19
https://www.zdnet.com/article/ai-and-automation-vs-the-covid-19-pandemic-trading-safety-for-liberty/
mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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