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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

::  Click here to access previous featured reports :: 

The WHO warned this week that it is likely going to be a “lengthy” fight against the pandemic, with its current 
global risk level at “very high”. The WHO stated that although vaccines may be an effective way to prevent people 
from infection, for now, there is no “silver bullet”. Moreover, the WHO is concerned of crisis fatigue and that with 
time, people will have difficulty continuing to follow the measures, which are our new normal until further notice. 
The WHO is also intensifying its studies of the origins of the virus, which will hopefully provide greater 
understanding of the virus and help in finding an effective solution.  

Although infection rates are continuing to increase in many countries, it is reported that people admitted to 
hospital ICUs are less likely to die it is noted that the rate decreased by a third less than at the beginning of the 
pandemic. A better understanding of the pathophysiology of the disease has allowed us to find better tools to 
improve patient care and outcome, including steroid and anti-viral medications. Additionally, it is believed that 
implementing these measures has reduced the exposure to the amount of viral particles, likely reducing the 
severity of the disease.  

The virus was first believed to be respiratory, but studies have found that tissues for the virus could be located 
across the body, and damage can be made to other organs including the heart, kidneys, and brain. Drugs which 
have been originally manufactured for other disorders have been found to be somewhat effective for COVID-19, 
and the patient’s overall safety does not need to be revisited. However, the interaction between the drug and the 
effects of the virus must be studied. An example may be hydroxycholoriquine, which was first thought to be an 
appropriate treatment but has instead been found to be unsafe due to its interaction with the heart. Successful 
COVID-19 treatments such as Remdesevir, an anti-viral which is administered intravenously and was 
manufactured by Gilead Sciences for Ebola and has been approved in Canada and the USA, has been found to be 
effective in extremely severe cases. Researchers in Israel have recently repurposed an erective dysfunction drug 
to assist with severe COVID-19 infections, with its intravenous injection version currently being clinically tested in 
five hospitals in the USA. The drug, Aviptadil, is a synthetic form of a vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP), a chain of 
amino acids which are found in the body naturally and protest the lungs. The drug is also a potent anti-
inflammatory and has reportedly assisted patients with improvement in blood oxygenation and reduction in 
inflammatory markers.  

Improved treatments for those afflicted with COVID-19 will reduce the negative consequences of the virus until a 
vaccine is available. Vaccine efforts are underway, with a long road ahead as vaccine development is sometimes 
measured in decades, not years. Russia has released information suggesting that it will begin mass production of 
their COVID-19 vaccine, with several million doses produced per month; other than being sold for domestic use it 
is unclear which countries will buy the vaccine, which was produced in lightning speed without any non-Russian 
peer-review. As occurred during the polio pandemic, an unsafe vaccine only fuels distrust with medical authorities 
and reduces the chances of individuals agreeing to become vaccinated. As such, a vaccine distributed to the public 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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must be safe and sufficiently effective, otherwise it may swing the pendulum even further and cause the public to 
distrust health experts, the results of which could be catastrophic. 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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• Although Quebec has been the most affected province in Canada, it has now allowed public gathering of up 
to 250 people. In comparison, Ontario’s maximum is 100 people outdoors and 50 indoors. Monitoring such 
discrepancies between provinces will allow us to better understand how the virus is transmitted and whether 
allowing larger gatherings will increase the transmission of the virus. 

• Blood tests conducted in Ontario suggest that about 1% of the population there has been exposed to the virus. 
This comes from approximately 7,000 blood tests conducted in June which found that 79 had COVID-19 
antibodies, suggesting that up to 160,000 people in Ontario may have been exposed to the virus. In Toronto 
and eastern GTA, this number goes up to 1.5%, while only about 0.3% of individuals in Eastern Ontario had 
antibodies present.  

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• COVID-19 conspiracy theories creating a 'public health crisis' in Canada, experts say 
• Canadian privacy watchdogs support COVID-19 exposure app 
• COVID-19 has taught Canada ‘some hard lessons,’ says top doctor 
• 7 more potential COVID-19 cases identified on Vancouver flights in past 2 weeks 
• Blood tests indicate one per cent of Ontario's population had COVID-19 
• When a COVID-19 vaccine arrives, which Canadians will get it first? 
• Online petition calls to keep attendance at B.C. schools voluntary come September 
• Public gatherings of up to 250 people now allowed in Quebec 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/covid-19-conspiracy-theories-1.5672766
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canadian-privacy-watchdogs-support-covid-19-exposure-app-1.5049847
https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2020/08/03/covid-19-has-taught-canada-some-hard-lessons-says-top-doctor/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/covid-19-flights-vancouver-1.5673035
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/blood-tests-indicate-one-per-cent-of-ontario-s-population-had-covid-19-1.5049457
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/covid-vaccine-priority-canada-1.5669216
https://globalnews.ca/news/7247748/bc-school-attendance-optional-petition/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7247432/coronavirus-quebec-august-3/
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• According to the California Governor, the state’s new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are beginning to 

trend downward. The seven-day average of infections has dropped by 21% and hospitalizations are down 
10%. The Governor has reminded residents that COVID-19 is not going away and that efforts should be 
maintained throughout the summer.  

• Tropical Storm Isaias has contributed to the closure of several Florida COVID-19 testing facilities since July 31, 
reflecting a significant drop in new case numbers. Approximately 20,000 less tests are being conducted, and 
over the weekend, the positivity rate for those testing for COVID-19 dropped below 10% since the end of June. 
With hurricane season running until November, officials are preparing for more shelters than usual to facilitate 
social distancing.  

4.1. USA NEWS 

• In much of the U.S., progress made in COVID-19 fight has turned into progress lost 
• N.J. sees spike in COVID-19 cases as residents slack off on masks and social distancing 
• Fauci amplifies Birx’s warning about a ‘new phase’ of coronavirus spread in U.S. 
• MLB announces 29 positive COVID-19 tests from past week 
• California officials report first COVID-19 death of a child as fatalities surpass 9,000 
• Big drop in Florida COVID-19 cases Monday may reflect tropical storm, but two-week trend is favorable 
• Trump says U.S. may have coronavirus vaccine ‘far in advance’ of end of the year 
• Democrats and Trump officials leave ‘productive’ meeting, but still don’t have a coronavirus relief deal 
• Teachers in car parades protest reopening U.S. schools while coronavirus lurks 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/in-much-of-the-u-s-progress-made-in-covid-19-fight-has-turned-into-progress-lost-1.5049416
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/n-j-sees-spike-covid-19-cases-residents-slack-masks-n1235647
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/08/03/coronavirus-covid-live-updates-us/
https://www.sportsnet.ca/baseball/mlb/mlb-announces-29-positive-covid-19-tests-past-week/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/california-officials-report-first-covid-19-death-of-a-child-as-fatalities-surpass-9-000-1.5047916
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-florida-coronavirus-deaths-cases-monday-august-3-20200803-4kvqvyoplfgfbp4fw5gwtirmse-story.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/03/trump-says-us-may-have-coronavirus-vaccine-far-in-advance-of-end-of-the-year.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/03/coronavirus-stimulus-updates-relief-bill-talks-hinge-on-unemployment-insurance.html
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-usa/teachers-in-car-parades-protest-reopening-u-s-schools-while-coronavirus-lurks-idINKCN24Z28G
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Researchers investigate effect of COVID-19 on UK organized crime 
• U.S. firearms purchases skyrocket during pandemic, according to FBI records 
• ‘Not handling the pandemic well’: Man fires at officers with AK-47 after refusing to wear a mask, police say 
• Seattle City Council members propose police layoffs but say they can’t defund by 50% right away 

7. TRAVEL 

•  In A Twist On Loyalty Programs, Emirates Is Promising Travelers A Free Funeral If Infected With Covid 
• Canadians will soon be able to visit Hawaii without having to quarantine 
• Survey: Canadians and Americans less willing to travel before COVID-19 vaccine 
• Japan Airlines Reports A $885 Million Loss Due To COVID-19 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Relief, NeuroRx say emergency treatment with RLF-100 helps critically ill Covid patients 
• Expect 'lengthy' coronavirus pandemic, warns WHO 
• The COVID-19 pandemic is expected to lower the birth rate. Here's why that matters 
• Next big COVID-19 treatment may be manufactured antibodies 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• WHO warns there may never be a COVID-19 'silver bullet' 
• India, Israel Conducting Trials For Rapid Testing That Detects COVID In 30 Seconds 
• Ancient part of immune system may underpin severe COVID 
• Russia aims to produce 'millions' of vaccine doses by 2021 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• Australia's Victoria declares 'state of disaster,' locking down millions in Melbourne as virus cases soar 
• Coronavirus cases worldwide jump another million in 4 days, surpass 18M in total 
• Thousands protest in Berlin against coronavirus restrictions 
• In Italy, doctors beat back the coronavirus and are now preparing for a second wave 
• Three Gambian ministers test positive for COVID-19 
• U.K. puts lockdown-easing on hold as virus spread accelerates 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Sickened by COVID-19, low-wage workers lose jobs. Others are denied paid leave 
• Economies of France, Italy and Spain take major hits from coronavirus 
• HSBC accelerates 35,000 job cuts amid Covid-19 profit plunge 
• Equifax Introduces New COVID-19 Response RECOVERY Solution Suite 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• China-backed hackers 'targeted COVID-19 vaccine firm Moderna' 
• Canadians can now download new COVID-19 exposure-alert smartphone app 
• More corporate meetings to go virtual after success during pandemic 

https://phys.org/news/2020-08-effect-covid-uk-crime.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/u-s-firearms-purchases-skyrocket-during-pandemic-according-to-fbi-records-1.5049685
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/08/03/mask-mandatory-pennsylvania-shooting-police/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/seattle-city-council-members-propose-police-layoffs-but-say-they-cant-defund-by-50-right-away/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.forbes.com/sites/avidan/2020/08/02/in-a-twist-on-loyalty-programs-emirates-is-promising-travelers-a-free-funeral-if-infected-with-covid-19/#4f4c041a43e3
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/aloha-canadians-will-soon-be-able-to-visit-hawaii-without-having-to-quarantine-1.5049653
https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2020/08/03/survey-canadians-and-americans-less-willing-to-travel-before-covid-19-vaccine/
https://simpleflying.com/japan-airlines-885-million-loss/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-relief-hldg-neuror/relief-neurorx-say-emergency-treatment-with-rlf-100-helps-critically-ill-covid-patients-idUSKBN24Y0OR
https://news.yahoo.com/expect-lengthy-coronavirus-pandemic-warns-174505753.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/covid-19-birthrate-1.5670539
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/world/next-big-covid-19-treatment-may-be-manufactured-antibodies-480680/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/who-warns-there-may-never-be-a-covid-19-silver-bullet-1.5049550
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-india-israel-conducting-trials-for-rapid-testing-that-detects-covid-in-30-seconds-2272223
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/08/200803092123.htm
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/russia-aims-to-produce-millions-of-vaccine-doses-by-2021-1.5049601
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/australia-s-victoria-declares-state-of-disaster-locking-down-millions-in-melbourne-as-virus-cases-soar-1.5048662
https://globalnews.ca/news/7247288/coronavirus-cases-worldwide-18-million/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/thousands-protest-in-berlin-against-coronavirus-restrictions-1.5048090
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/italy-doctors-beat-back-coronavirus-are-now-preparing-second-wave-n1235459
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/crime-pmn/three-gambian-ministers-test-positive-for-covid-19
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/united-kingdom-lockdown-coronavirus-1.5670085
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/sickened-covid-19-low-wage-workers-lose-jobs-others-are-n1235515
https://www.timesofisrael.com/economies-of-france-italy-and-spain-take-major-hits-from-coronavirus/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/aug/03/hsbc-job-cuts-covid-19-profit-debt-coronavirus
https://stockhouse.com/news/press-releases/2020/08/03/equifax-introduces-new-covid-19-response-recovery-solution-suite
https://ca.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idCAKCN24V38M
https://www.kamloopsthisweek.com/news/canadians-can-now-download-new-covid-19-exposure-alert-smartphone-app-1.24179479
https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/more-corporate-meetings-to-go-virtual-after-success-during-pandemic-1.5049622
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End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 

 
 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 

Special thanks to MG, Senior OSINT Analyst and Investigator 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com


 

Page 10 of 11 

 
 

13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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