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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

::  Click here to access previous featured reports :: 
 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford has revealed that Friday July 17, will be the beginning of Phase 3 of COVID-19 
measures. Almost all businesses can open, except in Toronto and in a number of other regions such as Peel, 
Windsor and Niagara. Businesses reopening include movie theaters, indoor dining restaurants and gyms. The limit 
on indoor gatherings will be increased from 10 to 50 people, while the limit on outdoor gatherings will now be 
100 people while maintaining social distancing. The province will not reopen amusements parks, buffet-style food 
services, water parks, overnight children’s camps, dancing at nightclubs, deliberate contact during sports, as well 
as saunas and steam rooms. Ford is still of the hope that children will return to school full-time and in-person by 
the Fall. The province still recommends that people work remotely where possible and no word has been provided 
on when Toronto and the other regions still in Stage 2 will enter Stage 3. 

As more populated regions are entering Phase 3, an understanding of how the virus spreads is immensely 
important to reduce the transmission. Business and property managers are beginning to welcome consumers 
back, many to indoor areas which may be better at facilitating the transmission of the virus. According to health 
officials, COVID-19 is mostly spread by large droplets during close and unprotected contact. These droplets often 
fall to the ground due to their size and do not remain aloft in the air. However, other types of contact, such as 
surface contamination, airborne transmission, or transmission via fecal matter, may also be possible. These are 
being studied and more answers are coming to light as we begin to better understand the virus.  

A contaminated surface is known as a fomite. According to the US Centre for Disease Control and Prevention and 
other health authorities, COVID-19 transmission from fomites appears to be low. Although early studies have 
shown that COVID-19 may live on surfaces for hours to days, it is unclear whether the virus remaining on the 
surface is active and viable, and able to cause an infection. With months and millions of infected, there does not 
appear to have been many confirmed cases of acquiring COVID-19 from surfaces. A few exceptions have occurred, 
with a recent story of a woman riding the elevator alone who went on to infect 71 people through other contacts. 
In order for the virus to be spread via fomites, it would require a large and viable load of the virus to end up on a 
surface, from which enough material would have to be picked up by an individual’s fingers and then spread to the 
nose, mouth or eyes. However, as in the elevator example, it just takes one infection to quickly turn into 71. 
Additionally, as restaurants reopen for indoor dining, it is unclear what fomite transmission means for when 
drinking and eating utensils which are not properly sanitized. 

Recently, WHO was criticized for not having any guidelines regarding COVID-19’s possible airborne transmission 
ability. Airborne transmission occurs when droplet nuclei (aerosols) remain suspended in the air over time. This is 
most common during medical procedures such as intubating a COVID-19 patient. To date, not enough evidence 
has been found to confirm aerosol transmission, particularly as we do not know how many aerosols are produced 
while talking or coughing, although studied have shown that aerosols are increased with amplified vocalization. 
Additionally, we do not yet know how much of the virus a person must come into contact with in order to cause 
an infection.  

Should the virus be transmitted via aerosols, a strong Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning System (HVAC) 
may be able to assist in reducing the impact. Two studies have looked into transmission in HVAC systems, including 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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one from China that suggests the air conditioning in a restaurant may have been attributed to a transmission of 
COVID-19 from an individual in one table to other families sitting in tables nearby. There does not appear to be 
much clear evidence of transmission of COVID-19 by HVAC systems in hospitals or health care facilities; however, 
there is likely a “mechanistic possibility” of such. The likely theory at the moment appear to be related to longer 
distance localized droplet spread that has been facilitated by airflow, rather than classic airborne transmission.  

What does this mean for business reopening? As far as we are currently aware, the best way to reduce 
transmission indoors is to wear a mask and keep two meters distance between people. Although transmission 
cannot be fully ruled out, more evidence is suggesting that we may not need to worry as much as previously 
suggested about surface contamination, as it is not viewed as the main transmission method. That does not mean 
we should stop continuous sanitization of high touch surfaces in public places. An investment in a strong 
ventilation system is worthy of discussion and may provide consumers with increased confidence that businesses 
are taking every measure possible to reduce the spread. Increased consumer confidence will assist in restarting 
the economy and which in turn will begin to reduce the level of fear in our communities.  

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html


 

Page 4 of 12 

 
 

 

  



 

Page 5 of 12 

 
 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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 AB BC NL ON PE QC SK Total 
10-Jul 77 25 1 116 0 100 2 321 
11-Jul 62 21 0 130 0 91 2 306 
12-Jul 96 20 0 129 0 114 23 382 
13-Jul 71 21 0 116 1 100 31 340 

 

• Trudeau announced that the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy program has been extended until December. 
Eligible business may apply for 75% funding for employee wages. The program was not initially as popular as 
expected, likely due to the application process which required companies provide extensive documentation. 
However, it began to gain traction and the fiscal snapshot suggests the program will cost $82.3 billion, almost 
double its original estimate. $18 billion has been paid to date, with 581,000 application approved out of 
587,060 received.  

• Starting Saturday, July 18, face masks or coverings will be mandatory in all indoor public spaces in Quebec. 
Exemptions will be made for people who cannot wear them due to medical problems, as well as anyone under 
12, although kids as young as two are encouraged to wear a mask. Starting August 1, fines could be given to 
those who do not wear a mask, but for now, those who do not wear one may be denied entry. Albertans are 
also “strongly recommended” to wear face coverings when entering indoor public places.  

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Ontario’s Framework for Reopening The Province: Stage 3  
• Premier Doug Ford reveals Stage 3 of Ontario's COVID-19 reopening plan 
• Feds to extend wage subsidy program until December 
• Potential COVID-19 vaccine approved for human trial in Canada is stuck in China 
• Genetic detectives begin work to trace spread of COVID-19 in Canada 
• Quebec makes masks mandatory in indoor public spaces 
• Albertans 'strongly' encouraged to wear protective masks in public place 
• Universal testing introduced as Saskatchewan reports 56 new coronavirus cases 
• Restaurants may be reopening, but that doesn’t make indoor dining safe: experts  

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

 

https://files.ontario.ca/mof-framework-reopening-province-stage-3-en-2020-07-13.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-july-13-stage-3-details-1.5647198
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-to-extend-wage-subsidy-program-until-december-1.5021990
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/potential-covid-19-vaccine-approved-for-human-trial-in-canada-is-stuck-in-china-1.5022072
https://panow.com/2020/07/13/genetic-detectives-begin-work-to-trace-spread-of-covid-19-in-canada-2/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-mandatory-masks-indoor-public-spaces-1.5647203
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/free-masks-alberta-government-covid-1.5647522
https://globalnews.ca/news/7171605/universal-coronavirus-testing-introduced-saskatchewan/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7171588/are-indoor-restaurants-safe/
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• The COVID-19 positivity rate is at its highest in Texas, standing at 16.33% on Saturday. This percentage assists 

in understanding the spread of the virus, as it doesn’t reflect just an increase in testing. Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner has proposed a stay-at-home order for the county, which saw more than 27,600 active cases 
on Sunday, in an effort to manage the spread.  The US Army is sending almost 600 medical personnel to Texas 
to assist hospitals with caring for patients.   

• Approximately half of the world’s daily COVID-19 new cases are in the USA and Brazil. California has now 
ordered all counties to close indoor operations, including restaurants, bars, movie theatres and museums. 
Any outdoor activities are still allowed, where possible. The testing positivity rate for the state has now 
increased to 7.4%, with almost 6,500 people hospitalized in California.  

4.1. USA NEWS 

• Donald Trump wears face mask in public for the first time 
• CDC changes Infection Fatality Ratio in their pandemic planning scenarios  
• Dr. Anthony Fauci says U.S. coronavirus cases are surging because nation didn’t totally shut down 
• ‘An American Failure’: New Surge in Coronavirus Cases Strains U.S. Testing Capacity 
• ‘We opened too quickly, too soon’: Houston Mayor proposes a shutdown as city’s COVID-19 case count rises 
• Three teachers who shared a classroom got coronavirus, and one of them died 
• New York City Reaches Milestone With No Reported Virus Deaths 
• California to close indoor restaurants, movie theaters and bars statewide as coronavirus cases rise  
• Drugmakers will start coronavirus vaccine production by end of summer, Trump health officials say 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53378439
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-scenarios.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/13/fauci-says-us-coronavirus-cases-are-surging-because-nation-didnt-shut-down.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/an-american-failure-new-surge-in-coronavirus-cases-strains-u-s-testing-capacity-11594566000
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2020/07/12/we-opened-too-quickly-too-soon-mayor-turner-proposes-a-shutdown-as-citys-case-count-rises/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/three-teachers-who-shared-a-classroom-got-coronavirus-and-one-of-them-died-1.5020931
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-12/new-york-city-reaches-milestone-with-no-reported-virus-deaths
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/13/california-to-close-indoor-restaurants-movie-theaters-and-bars-statewide-as-coronavirus-cases-rise.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/13/drugmakers-will-start-coronavirus-vaccine-production-by-end-of-summer-trump-health-officials-say.html
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

  

  

6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Child sex exploitation is on the rise in Canada during the pandemic 
• Three people fled Covid-19 isolation on UK farm, say police 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/pandemic-child-sexual-abuse-1.5645315
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/13/three-people-missing-from-covid-19-quarantine-herefordshire-say-police
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• Domestic assault reports in Thunder Bay rise during pandemic 
• Military’s COVID-19 cases growing at twice the US nationwide rate 

7. TRAVEL 

• Canadians push back as U.S. Congress pressures Canada to reopen shared border 
• Canada adds health officials at U.S. border crossings to screen for COVID-19 
• The people who say they're not boarding an airplane until there's a Covid-19 vaccine 
• Going to swimming pools during COVID-19 
• COVID-19 Travel Regulations Map 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Why it may be harder to catch COVID-19 from surfaces than we first thought 
• Virus immunity may disappear within months: study 
• "COVID fatigue" is hitting hard. Fighting it is hard, too 
• Your Mask Cuts Own Risk by 65 Percent 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Russia Completes Human Trials Of Covid-19 Vaccine 
• Superspreader - woman infects 71 people in 60 seconds in elevator: CDC study 
• Back to school: What doctors say about children and COVID-19 
• CDC Healthy Swimming Guide  

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• WHO says U.S. and Brazil accounted for half of new daily coronavirus cases 
• Putin says COVID-19 fatalities in Russia are “much lower than in other countries” 
• South Asia on high alert as India reports highest single day case spike, Sri Lanka delays re-opening 

international airports 
• Face coverings may become mandatory in shops in England 
• Mexico surpasses Italy’s COVID-19 loss of life toll as President says the virus “is getting rid of intensity” 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• University professors fear returning to campus as coronavirus cases surge nationwide in US  
• Second wave of COVID-19 could push many off loan deferral cliff: economist 
• Global stocks surge as investors ignore record new COVID-19 infections, and pin their hopes on the start of 

earnings season 
• Five growing post-COVID industries and where their jobs are 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Go Phish: Cybercriminals Stick to Coronavirus and Financial Content to Fuel Phishing Schemes 
• A game of 'cat and mouse': Hacking attacks on hospitals for patient data increase during pandemic 
• New report reveals countries most targeted by 'significant' cyber-attacks 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/domestic-assault-reports-in-thunder-bay-rise-during-pandemic-1.5647489
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/07/10/militarys-covid-19-cases-growing-at-twice-the-nationwide-rate/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/canadians-push-back-as-u-s-congress-pressures-canada-to-reopen-shared-border-1.5019295
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/canada-adds-health-officials-us-border-1.5645990
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/not-flying-until-covid-vaccine/index.html
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/going-to-swimming-pools-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.iatatravelcentre.com/international-travel-document-news/1580226297.htm
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-surfaces-groceries-packages-playgrounds-1.5645602
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/virus-immunity-may-disappear-within-months-study-1.5021708
https://health.ucdavis.edu/health-news/newsroom/covid-fatigue-is-hitting-hard-fighting-it-is-hard-too-says-uc-davis-health-psychologist/2020/07
https://www.ucdavis.edu/coronavirus/news/your-mask-cuts-own-risk-65-percent/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2020/07/13/russia-completes-human-trials-of-covid-19-vaccine/#613841a37153
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/kids-health/back-school-what-doctors-say-about-children-covid-19-n1233550
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/13/who-says-us-and-brazil-accounted-for-half-of-new-daily-coronavirus-cases.html
https://tass.com/politics/1177605
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/13/c_139209558.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/13/c_139209558.htm
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2237475-covid-19-news-face-coverings-may-become-mandatory-in-shops-in-england/
https://www.canewsottawa.ca/mexico-surpasses-italys-covid-19-loss-of-life-toll-as-president-lopez-obrador-says-the-virus-is-getting-rid-of-intensity/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/university-professors-fear-returning-campus-coronavirus-cases-surge-nationwide-n1233389
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/second-wave-of-covid-19-could-push-many-off-loan-deferral-cliff-economist
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/stock-market-news-stocks-ignore-covid-19-cases-ahead-earnings-2020-7-1029387140
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/stock-market-news-stocks-ignore-covid-19-cases-ahead-earnings-2020-7-1029387140
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/five-growing-post-covid-industries-and-where-the-jobs-are-2020-07-13
https://securityboulevard.com/2020/07/go-phish-cybercriminals-stick-to-coronavirus-and-financial-content-to-fuel-phishing-schemes/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/07/12/hospitals-see-rise-patient-data-hacking-attacks-during-covid-19/5403402002/
https://securitybrief.com.au/story/new-report-reveals-countries-most-targeted-by-significant-cyber-attacks
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End Report 

 
 
 
 
 
Please submit feedback to: 

 
 

 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to MG, Senior OSINT Analyst and Investigator 
 

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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