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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

::  Click here to access previous featured reports :: 
 

COVID-19’s affect on crime has been somewhat inconsistent, with many crimes reduced during shutdowns, likely 
due to a lack of victims for opportunistic crimes. Overall, in 25 major United States cities, violent crime was 
reduced by 2%, and overall crime reduced by just over 5% compared to the same period last year. However, 
homicide and gun violence appear to have increased. In June, New York City saw more shootings than it did in the 
last 25 years, with the first three weeks seeing double the number of shootings than the same time last year. 
Other large cities such as Chicago and Minneapolis are trending similarly, with 111 people getting shot in the four 
weeks subsequent to George Floyd’s death. Homicide rates usually do increase in the summer and with heat and 
could be compared to similar periods in previous years. 29 cities are experiencing large increases in their murder 
rates compared to their levels at the same period of last year. Yearly changes in murder statistics suggest that 
since 1990 the average change between annual murder statistics has been about 2.2%.  

As these statistics are new, its difficult to attach a robust explanation for the numbers. Some reasons put forward 
include a rise in domestic violence caused by stay at home orders; likely exacerbated by financial worries that is 
causing conflict in the household. Additionally, changes in the illicit narcotics market, such as difficulty smuggling 
drugs and the reduction in recreational/party drug users, could be putting pressure on traffickers and thereby 
resulting in violence over customers by rival gangs.  

With calls for defunding the police continuing since George Floyd’s murder, which occurred in late May, and after 
subsequent protests in June, it is unclear whether the incidents are related to the increase in violence. New York 
City’s mayor advised after a weekend of violence which saw 38 people shot, that despite defunding calls the police 
will not allow the city to go, “back to the bad old days when there was so much violence in the city”. It is also 
possible, although much less likely, that individuals have lost their faith in law enforcement and have decided to 
take matters into their own hands.  

With crime statistics following trends not previously seen, some trends can be predicted, such as increases in 
cyber crime as opportunities for thieves become less difficult. For example, the large number of employees 
working from home. As cybersecurity often takes a back seat to other tasks as companies deal with how to operate 
their business during the pandemic which in turn allows cyber criminals to take advantage of endless opportunities 
for attacks.  

Since COVID-19 started, Canadians have been using new technologies, such as Zoom and other video conferencing 
platforms. A recent survey found that 57% of Canadians have been a victim of a cyber crime, whether it is 
accidentally downloading malware on their computer or phone (31%), experiencing a data breach of personal 
identifying information (28%), having an online account hacked (22%) or having been victims of phishing (13%). 
Cyber attacks are not just an issue for companies and individuals – cyber warfare has become a favorite of both 
criminals and state actors due to its anonymous and remote ability to produce devastating consequences without 
resorting to violence. Recently, the Canadian Pension Board invested money in Tencent, who owns the app 
WeChat, despite a warning last year by the Canadian House of Commons cybersecurity team. It was advised to 
Canadian MP’s and staff to avoid using WeChat due to its connection to China, as well as the fact that its 
information remains on a server outside of Canada after it is deleted. It is noteworthy that the app also does not 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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allow for end-to-end encryption. Strained international relations with China increase state sponsored cyber 
warfare that includes attempts to undermine frameworks and structures in place to safeguard citizens through 
the internet and cellular networks. 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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AB BC MB NB NS ON PE QC SK Total 

7-Jul 47 12 0 0 0 112 0 60 1 232 

8-Jul 46 18 0 0 1 118 0 82 2 267 

9-Jul 37 20 0 1 0 170 1 137 5 371 
 

• Canadian Finance Minister Bill Morneau has released a fiscal snapshot of Canada’s finances, with the federal 
deficit expected to hit $343 billion. $212 billion of this was given directly to businesses and Canadians. This 
brings the Net federal debt to over 1 trillion dollars. The GDP is expected to shrink by about 7% this year, 
unprecedented since the Great Depression. It is expected the economy will rebound by 5.5% next year.  

• The Finance Minister advised that with the Bank of Canada’s low interest rates, Canada will be paying less on 
this large amount than it did before on its debt. The government did not release a plan for recovery from the 
deficit, a timeline, or prediction as to when it may be paid off. Canada is the only G7 country without an 
economic recovery plan, only one to lose its AAA rating recently and now has the highest unemployment in 
the G7.  

• Overall, new cases and deaths in Canada are reducing in all provinces, with Canada being seen as getting to 
the end of its first wave. With cases reducing, a recent group of 18 Canadian health experts, including two of 
Canada’s previous Chief Public Health Officers, called for the government’s plan to change from attempting 
to eradicate the virus to learning to live with it. They cite social factors of shutdowns that can have health 
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consequences, such as poverty, isolation, and the development of children. They go on to say that Canadians 
have developed a fear of COVID-19 that may not reflect their true risk level, and that we must learn to lead 
“normal” lives of going back to work, school and day to day activities.  

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Canada’s coronavirus deficit soaring to $343B as feds warn of ‘permanent change’ to economy 
• 'We can't let up': Key issues to address before second wave of COVID-19 
• B.C. health officials looking into whether night clubs are operating within COVID-19 rules 
• Should we be testing for COVID-19 after death? An Ontario man thinks so 
• Health experts call for shift in COVID strategy, say current track is 'a fool’s errand' 
• Eliminating COVID-19 cases in Canada will exact too heavy a toll on society, health experts say 
• Why Canadian health leaders are downplaying concerns about airborne COVID-19 microdroplets 
• New coronavirus cases, deaths continue to decline in Canada as cases top 106,400 
• Quebec to crack down on bars with 1 a.m. closing time, reduced capacity 
• Memo sent to Ontario school boards urges 5-day 'face-to-face' learning come fall 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7153346/coronavirus-canada-fiscal-snapshot-2020/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/we-can-t-let-up-key-issues-to-address-before-second-wave-of-covid-19-1.5016754
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/night-clubs-covid-19-dix-1.5642980
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/man-concerned-about-post-mortem-covid19-testing-policies-1.5636562
https://www.citynews1130.com/2020/07/09/health-experts-covid-strategy/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/covid19-reopening-balanced-1.5642689
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/why-canadian-health-leaders-are-downplaying-concerns-about-airborne-covid-19-microdroplets-1.5014023
https://globalnews.ca/news/7146068/canada-coronavirus-update-july-8/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-health-authorities-announce-bar-regulations-after-outbreak-1.5643058
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/parents-covid-19-1.5642708
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• As President Trump has been pushing to reopen schools, the CDC Director advised on Thursday that the 

organization does not plan to revise its school guidelines. Currently, the guidelines, which are not 
requirements, call for keeping desks at least 6 feet apart from one another and having children wear face 
coverings. Additionally, dining rooms, playgrounds and other shared areas are recommended to be closed, as 
well as installing physical barriers such as plexiglass.  

• Florida Governor will not release the state’s hospitalization rates, while at least 56 Florida hospitals are 
reporting being at 100% ICU capacity. The state currently has 962 out of 5,023 ICU beds available, and about 
35 counties are reporting having less than 10% ICU capacity. Stories are beginning to come out of people who 
are turned away from sometimes more than one hospital and have died as a result. The statistics suggests 
that at least one in five people with COVID-19 in Florida are attending an emergency room, with only half of 
those actually admitted to the hospital. Despite Florida’s large cases, Disneyworld is still planning to reopen 
this Saturday, despite the high number of cases in the State.  

• The CDC has recently added diarrhea, running nose, and nausea to its COVID-19 symptoms list. Other possible 
symptoms are constantly reviewed to be included in the checklist, and directing that the virus typically looks 
different in children, who can develop a serious inflammatory condition. Over 285 children have developed 
this condition, most of which do not appear to have permanent damage.  

4.1. USA NEWS 

• Trump administration begins formal withdrawal from World Health Organization 
• States with severe coronavirus outbreaks should ‘seriously look at shutting down,’ Dr. Fauci says 
• 56 Florida hospitals hit 100% ICU capacity as DeSantis defends refusal to release coronavirus data 
• CDC director says no revised school guidelines despite Trump’s push 
• America is running short on masks, gowns and gloves. Again 
• Florida Coronavirus Patient Dies After Two Hospitals Turn Her Away 
• U.S. coronavirus cases rise by over 60,000, setting single-day record 
• Florida Deaths Hit Record as Covid-19 Sweeps the Sun Belt 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/07/politics/us-withdrawing-world-health-organization/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/09/states-with-severe-coronavirus-outbreaks-should-seriously-look-at-shutting-down-dr-fauci-says.html
https://www.salon.com/2020/07/08/56-florida-hospitals-hit-100-icu-capacity-as-desantis-defends-refusal-to-release-coronavirus-data/
https://localnews8.com/politics/2020/07/09/cdc-director-says-agency-wont-revise-school-reopening-guidelines-despite-wh-push/
https://www.sfgate.com/news/article/America-is-running-short-on-masks-gowns-and-15395380.php
https://www.newsweek.com/florida-coronavirus-patient-dies-after-two-hospitals-turn-her-away-1516509
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-records/u-s-coronavirus-cases-rise-by-over-60000-setting-single-day-record-idUSKBN24A011
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-09/florida-daily-deaths-among-residents-increase-by-record-120?srnd=premium
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• Missed US Housing Payments Continue Piling Up In July 
• Around 1.3 million people filed for first-time US unemployment benefits last week 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

  

  

 

 

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/july-housing-payments
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/around-1-3-million-people-filed-first-time-unemployment-benefits-n1233280
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• It’s Been ‘Such a Weird Year.’ That’s Also Reflected in Crime Statistics 
• Map Shows Links Between Mexico's Femicide Crisis and Organized Crime 
• Organized Crime And COVID-19 
• Two arrested after coughing on Walmart employees, refusing to wear masks, AZ cops say 
• UK Neo-Nazis telling followers to ‘deliberately infect’ Jews and Muslims with coronavirus, report warns 

7. TRAVEL 

• Over 1,000 TSA agents have tested positive for COVID-19 
• World's most powerful passports 2020: US plummets in rankings due to COVID-19 travel bans 
• Air Canada looking into possible rapid COVID-19 test 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• 'Silent spreaders' may be responsible for half of U.S. COVID-19 cases, study finds 
• Robots, drones and surveillance apps: The unexpected future of medicine 
• Churches Were Eager to Reopen. Now They Are a Major Source of Coronavirus Cases 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Harvard public health experts warn coronavirus is as ‘lethal as ever’ 
• COVID 19 coronavirus: NZ-made 'virus decoy' proves promising 
• Medical care for very ill COVID-19 patients is getting better 
• Moderna signs contract for filling potential COVID-19 vaccine vials by Spain's Rovi 
• 12% of Canadians would reject COVID-19 vaccine: Stats Can 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• Tearful WHO director calls for global unity to fight the virus following U.S. pullout 
• ‘Unknown pneumonia’ deadlier than coronavirus sweeping Kazakhstan, Chinese embassy warns 
• Is India the next global hotspot? 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Disney confident in reopening this week even as coronavirus cases reach new highs in Florida 
• Empty Manhattan apartments reach record levels, landlords slash rent 
• With No End in Sight to the Coronavirus, Some Teachers Are Retiring Rather Than Going Back to School 
• Big restaurant chains are recovering faster than the rest of the industry, Bank of America says 
• Stocks Drop on Coronavirus Spread; Treasuries Jump 
• Wells Fargo to cut thousands of jobs in 2020 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• New Cybersecurity Initiative Finds That a Majority of Canadians Have Been the Victim of a Cybercrime 
• Ottawa likely to follow U.S., U.K. national security bans of Huawei, experts say 
• ‘Anything TikTok knows, assume China knows’: Experts urge Canadians to be wary of app 
• Canadian Pension Board Investing Billions in Chinese Company That Was Subject of Security Warning to MPs 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/upshot/murders-rising-crime-coronavirus.html
https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/mexico-femicide-organized-crime/
https://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/organized-crime-and-covid-19
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article244107362.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/neo-nazis-coronavirus-jews-muslims-racism-antisemitism-islamophobia-a9608851.html
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-air-travel-tsa-c7656a46-8c04-4a49-b47d-1ec24988222a.html
https://www.traveller.com.au/worlds-most-powerful-passports-2020-us-plummets-in-rankings-due-to-covid19-travel-bans-h1p92d
https://www.travelweek.ca/news/air-canada-looking-into-possible-rapid-covid-19-test/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/silent-spreaders-may-be-responsible-for-half-of-u-s-covid-19-cases-study-finds-1.5014279
https://www.zdnet.com/article/robots-drones-and-surveillance-apps-the-unexpected-future-of-medicine/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/us/coronavirus-churches-outbreaks.html
https://www.boston.com/news/coronavirus/2020/07/09/harvard-global-health-institute-warns-coronavirus-still-dangerous
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/07/09/how-treat-covid-19-tocilizumab-other-drugs-being-tested/5383726002/
https://financialpost.com/pmn/business-pmn/moderna-signs-contract-for-filling-potential-covid-19-vaccine-vials-by-spains-rovi
https://torontosun.com/news/national/12-of-canadians-would-reject-covid-19-vaccine-stats-can
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/07/09/tearful-who-director-calls-global-unity-fight-virus-following-us-pullout/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3092563/chinese-embassy-warns-deadly-unknown-pneumonia-kazakhstan
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-53284144
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/09/disney-reopening-this-week-even-as-coronavirus-cases-spike-in-florida.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/09/empty-manhattan-apartments-reach-record-levels-landlords-slash-rent.html
https://time.com/5864158/coronavirus-teachers-school/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/09/coronavirus-big-restaurant-chains-are-recovering-faster-analysts-say.html
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/asian-stocks-look-set-gains-221213182.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-09/wells-fargo-is-readying-thousands-of-job-cuts-to-start-this-year
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/new-cybersecurity-initiative-finds-that-a-majority-of-canadians-have-been-the-victim-of-a-cybercrime-817905153.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/7153868/canada-us-uk-national-security-bans-huawei/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7151982/tiktok-privacy-ban-u-s-canada/
https://www.theepochtimes.com/canadian-pension-board-investing-billions-in-chinese-company-that-was-subject-of-security-warning-to-mps_3416982.html
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End Report 

 
 
 
 
 
Please submit feedback to: 

 
 

 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to MG, Senior OSINT Analyst and Investigator. 
 

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs


 

Page 13 of 13 

 
 

14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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