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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

::  Click here to access previous featured reports :: 
 

We are getting more and more familiar with COVID-19 as its transmission and effects are being studied by 
numerous groups of scientists and new information is coming to light almost daily. This week, approximately 239 
international scientists signed a letter posted in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases which is urging the WHO 
to change its COVID-19 recommendations to reflect the virus’s ability to be airborne. WHO recommendations 
advise that COVID-19 is spread via large droplets which fall to the ground and do not stay suspended in the air. 
However, research is findings that in the right indoor conditions the virus could stay aloft in the air and this might 
mean that indoor conditions may be riskier that initially thought. These suspended air particles could travel tens 
of meters suspended at about 1.5 meters above the floor.  

The scientists recommend that sufficient ventilation is provided in public buildings that have reduced air 
recirculation with airborne infection controls such as local exhaust, germicidal ultraviolent rays, or high efficiency 
air filtration. Also, avoiding overcrowding in public buildings and on public transport will assist in the reduction of 
the spread. Mounting evidence suggests that large indoor gatherings can become ‘superspreader’ events. Better 
understanding of the virus’ possible transmission is important, especially as more indoor arenas are opening to 
larger crowds in many places in North America.  

In response, the WHO advised they are reviewing the information with their technical experts. Criticisms have 
been growing of the WHO, particularly in regard to the previous assertion made in June saying that asymptotic 
transmission is rare. WHO soon retracted the comment, suggesting that there is not enough research on the 
matter to make a conclusive decision. For many months, the WHO did not comment on mask-wearing and its 
benefits.  

The WHO is viewing COVID-19 as influenza, whereas research is finding many differences between influenza and 
this coronavirus. Influenza typically causes symptoms within one to four days and COVID-19 symptoms appear as 
early as two days or late as 14 days after infection. COVID-19 has both a longer incubation period and a higher 
transmissibility factor than influenza. It causes blood clots, and in severe cases, causes lasting damage to the lungs, 
kidneys, heart and brain - factors not found in influenza. Various strains of COVID-19 have been found, with a 
mutation which occurred sometime in April. This is evident in the USA cases that came from the European strain 
rather than the original strain. This strain appears to be the dominant strain, possibly more infectious than the 
original, however, it may also be less lethal. 

Reports coming from India suggest that an Indian government agency is ready to test and approve their own 
COVID-19 vaccine. A date of August 15, 2020 was released for the vaccine, which the Indian Academy of Science 
called “unreasonable and without precedent”. Critics suggest that the timeline does not allow for proper clinical 
trials, including testing on humans. Meanwhile, Brazilian health officials approved clinical trials of a COVID-19 
vaccine being developed by a Chinese company. This will include 9,000 volunteers in 12 different centers. Both 
Brazil and India are experiencing a difficult time dealing with the pandemic, with Brazil being the second most 
affected country after the US, with 1.5 million cases and over 53,000 dead. India has just surpassed Russia as the 
third most hit country where test areas are unable to keep up. As the world’s most populous country, there are 
testing labs that service 30 million people. India remains a concern as the pandemic rapidly spreads through its 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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population. Similar to what is being observed in Brazil, the poverty areas in India have poor sanitation and hygiene 
which enhances the spread of the virus. With China and India in conflict along their shared border, tensions are 
high in the region. 

A serious concern regarding the impact of the pandemic on the economic functionality in the USA, is that their 
will be additional unrest as the unemployed require medical care. Without having medical insurance, due to the 
loss of employment, and without receiving adequate financial assistance it is assessed that citizens will become 
desperate to care for their families. This desperation will increase criminal activity as those citizens seek a means 
to provide for their families. As witnessed recently, riots and looting can occur spontaneously and are unrelated 
to the event that may spark the unrest. The tension facing these people is slowly increasing and can be evidenced 
by protests and an alternative view of the pandemic being spread across social media. A disbelief that the virus is 
as dangerous as the government is professing. Unfortunately, this mind set is being adopted by a variety of groups 
and individuals that also have anti-government sentiment which further undermines efforts to control the virus. 

It is assessed that there will be an increase in the unrest in the USA and will be backed by groups that already seek 
to undermine USA government authority. Disinformation campaigns by domestic groups which are backed or led 
by foreign state actors remains an issue for Homeland Security and all the defence and security agencies in the 
USA. The USA is fractured in that the information available cannot be vetted which leaves the interpretation of 
the information to the citizen, whose perspective reflects their own personal beliefs and needs. The narratives 
are so diverse that as the pandemic gains greater impact on the lives of those most susceptible a level of fear 
takes hold and alters how individuals react to their situations. These reactions correlate to the needs of the 
individual and are affected more when they can relate to others in similar situations. The group mentality forms 
and takes shape which can lead to uprisings, civil unrest, riots, and looting. These are the main concerns that many 
areas in the USA and other countries are facing. 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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AB BC NS ON PE QC SK Total 
03-Jul 57 13 0 165 0 89 1 325 
04-Jul 29 9 0 121 3 102 2 266 
05-Jul 52 15 0 138 2 79 4 290 
06-Jul 49 7 1 154 0 74 3 288 

 

• For the first time in many months ON reports no new COVID-19 deaths. Additionally, two Toronto hospitals 
do not have any COVID-19 patients in their ICU. At its peak, the province saw dozens of deaths per day, but 
are now encouraged by the numbers yet advise of a small increase in daily cases.  

• A student from the USA flying to Halifax has been the cause of three infections in PEI, which has not seen a 
new daily case since April. The student ignored quarantine requirements and the connection was found later 
through one of the cases to whom he transmitted the virus. Other individuals failing to follow the quarantine 
rule have been fined in Ontario, including two Americans.  

• BC reported six new deaths over the weekend; however, one was a previous death just now confirmed to be 
due to COVID-19. All the deaths involve long-term care home residents. Currently, BC has only 166 active 
cases with 16 people in the hospital and 2 in ICU. Health officials advise that most cases come from people 
returning from the USA or those who have come into contact with them.  
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• To keep coronavirus out, Canada’s smallest province kept the rest of the country away. Now outsiders are 
returning 

• Regeneron COVID-19 treatment received Canada approval for final stage trials 
• ‘We will close your venue,’ Quebec’s health minister warns bars flouting coronavirus measures 
• Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to skip Trump trade meeting amid tariff threat, coronavirus 

concerns 
• Two Toronto hospitals reach new milestone: no COVID-19 patients in the ICU 
• Montreal will make masks mandatory in indoor spaces 
• American visitor to Nova Scotia tests positive for COVID-19 
• Quebec Casino du Lac-Leamy to reopen July 23 
• B.C. announces 6 more deaths from COVID-19 
• Ontario records no new COVID-19-related deaths for first time in months 
• Two Americans fined for breaking Canada's quarantine rules 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/07/06/prince-edward-island-canada-coronavirus-atlantic-bubble-reopening-travel/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/07/06/prince-edward-island-canada-coronavirus-atlantic-bubble-reopening-travel/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/regeneron-covid-19-treatment-enters-final-stage-trials-1.5012322
https://globalnews.ca/news/7142469/quebec-coronavirus-july-6/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/06/canada-trudeau-skips-trump-meeting-amid-tariff-threat-pandemic/5383928002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/06/canada-trudeau-skips-trump-meeting-amid-tariff-threat-pandemic/5383928002/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/07/04/toronto-hospitals-reach-new-milestone-no-covid-19-patients-in-the-icu.html
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/coronavirus-live-updates-several-clients-at-dix30-bar-test-positive
https://www.saltwire.com/news/canada/american-visitor-to-nova-scotia-tests-positive-for-covid-19-469708/
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/casino-du-lac-leamy-to-reopen-july-23-1.5006332
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-health-update-july-6-1.5639573
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-records-no-new-covid-19-related-deaths-for-first-time-in-months-1.5012234
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/05/americas/americans-fined-canada-quarantine-trnd/index.html
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• Within the first five days of July, the USA recorded 250,000 cases. In Texas, the Houston ICU reached 102% 

capacity, with hospitalizations increasing anywhere between 20% to 44%, depending on the region in the 
state. Overall, hospitalizations rose 38% over the previous week, with over 3,000 people admitted in one 
week. Health officials are warning that within the next ten days to two weeks the hospitals could be 
overwhelmed. Last Thursday, the Governor ordered residents in almost all counties to wear masks in public, 
effects of which we will likely not see for another few weeks.  

• Florida is also seeing spikes in cases, with half of the total confirmed cases recorded in two weeks. The Miami-
Dade mayor announcing a shutdown beginning Wednesday of restaurants, gyms, party venues and short-term 
rentals. However, office buildings, stores, outdoor activities, summer camps, daycare services, and grooming 
services will stay open. Reports suggest that health authorities may not always perform contract tracing, 
although contact tracing may not be as effective with such large numbers of cases.  

• People continue to fly across the USA, despite fears of catching COVID-19 while flying. The July 4 weekend 
saw 700,00 people fly on each of the days of the weekend, the most since mid-March. However, this is still 
only 28% of the numbers seen the previous year in the same weekend. Currently, US airlines are only operating 
at 46% of their usual capacity.  

4.1. USA NEWS 

• A grim July: U.S. sees 250,00 new coronavirus cases in just five days 
• The U.S. needs a unified approach to tackle rising coronavirus cases, infectious disease expert says 
• Texas Hospitals Could Be Overrun Within Weeks as Coronavirus Patients Spike 55 Percent 
• As the Virus Surged, Florida Partied. Tracking the Revelers Has Been Tough 
• US COVID-19 cases continue to climb in major hot spots 
• Arizona healthcare workers say they're seeing severe coronavirus cases in people from their 20s to their 90s, 

but people aren't taking it seriously  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/grim-july-u-s-sees-250-00-new-coronavirus-cases-n1232979
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/06/the-us-needs-a-unified-approach-to-tackle-coronavirus-expert-says.html
https://www.newsweek.com/texas-hospitals-could-overrun-within-weeks-coronavirus-patients-spike-55-percent-1515662
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/us/coronavirus-florida-miami.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/07/us-covid-19-cases-continue-climb-major-hot-spots
https://www.businessinsider.com/arizona-coronavirus-healthcare-workers-state-opened-prematurely-public-denial-2020-7
https://www.businessinsider.com/arizona-coronavirus-healthcare-workers-state-opened-prematurely-public-denial-2020-7
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• $600 Federal Unemployment Checks To Be Extended? 
• As Florida sets records for Covid-19 cases, health authorities often fail to do contact tracing 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jrose/2020/07/06/600-federal-unemployment-checks-to-be-extended/#21f2ffe4778f
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/06/health/florida-contact-tracing-coronavirus/index.html
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• It’s Been ‘Such a Weird Year.’ That’s Also Reflected in USA  Crime Statistics 
• UK bus driver left brain dead after being 'attacked over face masks' 
• Man Allegedly Attacked, Spit on Massachusetts Police Officers 
• UN chief warns COVID-19 provides opportunity for terrorists 

7. TRAVEL 

• Australia Stops Travel Between Sydney & Melbourne After Coronavirus Spike 
• Alaska Airlines CEO Predicts Air Fares Will Fall Post-COVID 
• 'N95 mask and hand sanitizer at the ready': The COVID-19 pandemic affects the future of Gen Z travel 
• TSA screened 2.7 million people over holiday weekend 
•  

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Scientists warn of overlooked danger from coronavirus-spreading airborne microdroplets 
• A Patient’s Coronavirus Vaccine Trial Experience  
• Brazil trials of potential Chinese COVID-19 vaccine to begin July 20 
• Nearly one in six Britons would refuse Covid-19 vaccine – survey 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/upshot/murders-rising-crime-coronavirus.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53309424
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/man-allegedly-attacked-spit-on-acushnet-police-officers/2154573/
https://www.startribune.com/un-chief-warns-covid-19-provides-opportunity-for-terrorists/571651952/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://deadline.com/2020/07/australia-travel-sydney-melbourne-coronavirus-spike-1202978089/
https://simpleflying.com/alaska-airlines-fare-drop/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2020/07/06/covid-19-how-pandemic-affecting-future-gen-z-travel/5356121002/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/06/politics/tsa-july-4-travel/index.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/scientists-warn-of-overlooked-danger-from-coronavirus-spreading-airborne-microdroplets-1.5012340
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/07/06/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-patient/?arc404=true
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brazil-vaccine-tests/brazil-trials-of-potential-chinese-covid-19-vaccine-to-begin-july-20-idUSS0N2DG014
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/jul/07/almost-one-in-six-britons-say-would-refuse-covid-19-vaccine
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9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• WHO discontinues hydroxychloroquine and lopinavir/ritonavir treatment arms for COVID-19 
• Low Exhaled Breath Droplet Formation May Explain Why Children are Poor SARS-CoV-2 Transmitters 
• How can airborne transmission of COVID-19 indoors be minimised? 
• Scientists scoff at Indian agency's plan to have COVID-19 vaccine ready for use next month 
• Amid COVID-19 resurgence, fewer deaths. Dr. Fauci explains why 
• Newer variant of COVID-19-causing virus dominates global infections 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• US and Brazil lead in Covid cases as leaders downplay the virus 
• US increasingly excludes China from coronavirus research projects 
• India overtakes Russia to become third worst-hit nation 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Goldman Sachs cuts 2020 U.S. economy’s growth outlook as COVID-19 cases soar 
• Moody's signals Canadian provinces can avoid post-COVID-19 downgrades, analysts say 
• Trump administration releases list of companies that received most money from small business bailout loans 
• Dow Jones Today: Coronavirus Stock Market Rally Roars, Investors Ignore Covid-19 Surge; S&P 500 Stocks 

Build On Bullish Momentum 
• June's good news about jobs may be erased by July's spike in coronavirus cases 
• International students may need to leave US if their universities transition to online-only learning 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• IBM study: More cyberattacks succeeding, despite better business planning 
• Brazil's Hapvida Discloses Cyber Breach, Potential Client Data Leak 
• 200% increase in cyber incidents in India in two months, but not attributable to China: Official 

End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 
 
Special thanks to MG, Senior OSINT Analyst and Investigator. 
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/04-07-2020-who-discontinues-hydroxychloroquine-and-lopinavir-ritonavir-treatment-arms-for-covid-19
https://aaqr.org/articles/aaqr-20-06-covid-0304
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412020317876
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/scientists-scoff-indian-agencys-plan-have-covid-19-vaccine-ready-use-next-month
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/amid-covid-19-resurgence-fewer-deaths-dr-fauci-explains-why
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/07/200702144054.htm
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/07/06/bill-weir-brazil-trump-coronavirus-dnt-vpx.cnn
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3092072/us-increasingly-excludes-china-coronavirus-research-projects
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/covid-19-india-overtakes-russia-worst-hit-nation-200706070521099.html
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/goldman-sachs-cuts-2020-us-growth-outlook-as-covid-19-cases-soar-2020-07-06
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-canada-ratings-moody-s/moodys-signals-canadian-provinces-can-avoid-post-covid-19-downgrades-analysts-say-idUSKBN2472ET
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/06/coronavirus-stimulus-list-of-ppp-small-business-loan-recipients-released.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/naeemaslam/2020/07/06/dow-jones-and-sp-500-futures-stocks-rise/#5ea93cd3a2e8
https://www.forbes.com/sites/naeemaslam/2020/07/06/dow-jones-and-sp-500-futures-stocks-rise/#5ea93cd3a2e8
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/junes-good-news-about-jobs-may-be-erased-by-julys-spike-in-coronavirus-cases/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/06/politics/international-college-students-ice-online-learning/index.html
https://www.jpost.com/cybertech/ibm-study-more-cyberattacks-succeeding-despite-better-business-planning-633939
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/07/06/technology/06reuters-hapvida-cyber-attack.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/internet/200-increase-in-cyber-incidents-in-two-months-but-not-attributable-to-china-official/articleshow/76818173.cms
mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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